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Appendix

UK School leaver Survey 2007

Extract from questionnaire: Full questions (reported in this document)

Are you...?

Male

Female

How old are you?

Age

15 or under

16

17

18

Over 18

Where are you currently studying?

State Secondary School (no fees)

Fee Paying Private School (independent)

Grammar School (Selective/no fees)

6th Form College

Further Education (FE) College

Academy

School outside the UK

University/ Higher Education College

What year are you in?

Year 9 or below

Year 10

Year 11 (or equivalent)

Year 12/ 1st year of 6th form or FE College / Secondary 5 (Scotland)

Year 13/ 2nd year of 6th form or FE College / Secondary 6 (Scotland)

Year 14 (Northern Ireland)

1st year of university

Other year at university

Other (please specify):

Which of the following subjects are you currently studying?

Accounting/ Finance

Arts and Design (inc. Photography, Textiles, Ceramics, Graphics)

Biological Sciences (inc. Biology)

Building/ Construction

Business/ Administrative Studies (inc. Management)

Chemistry

Computer Science/ IT/ ICT

Design & Technology

Drama/Theatre studies/Performing Arts

Economics

Education/ Teaching
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Engineering

English Literature, Classics and related

English Language

General studies

Geography

Geology

Health and Social Care/ Social work

History

Languages

Law

Leisure & Tourism

Manufacturing

Mathematics

Media Studies, Publishing, Journalism

Medicine & Dentistry (inc. Nursing, Physiotherapy, Nutrition, Pharmacy)

Music

Physical Education/ Sport Science

Philosophy

Physics

Politics/ Government

Psychology

Religious Education

Sociology

Other (please specify):

Which of the following have you ever done?

Casual work experience (e.g. shop assistant, paper round)

Office-based work experience

Work experience in a career area that you are interested in

Work experience with a company you are interested in working for

Voluntary/ Charity work

Been a member of a sports society/ club

Held a position of responsibility (e.g. prefect)

None of the above

Which of the following languages are you currently studying?

French

German

Italian

Portuguese

Russian

Spanish

Other (please specify):

When did you decide that you wanted to go to university?

| always knew | would go to university

Primary school

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11 (or equivalent)

© 2007/8 Hobsons Research

87




Year 12/ 1st year of 6th form college/ Secondary 5 (Scotland)

Year 13/ 2nd year of 6th form college/ Secondary 6 (Scotland)

Year 14 (Northern Ireland)

Other (please specify):

What subjects are you MOST likely to study if you go to university?

Accounting/ Finance

Architecture

Arts and Design (inc. Photography, Textiles, Ceramics, Graphics)

Biological Sciences (inc. Biology)

Building/ Construction

Business/ Administrative Studies (inc. Management, HR)

Chemistry

Computer Science/ IT/ ICT

Design & Technology

Drama/ Theatre studies/ Performing Arts

Economics

Education/ Teaching

Engineering

English Language

English Literature, Classics and related

General studies

Geography

Geology

Health and Social Care/ Social work

History

Languages

Law

Leisure & Tourism

Manufacturing

Marketing

Mathematics

Media Studies, Publishing, Journalism

Medicine & Dentistry (inc. Physiotherapy, Nutrition, Pharmacy)

Music

Nursing

Philosophy

Physical Education/ Sport Science

Physics

Politics/ Government

Psychology

Religious Education

Sociology

Other (please specify):

Other (please specify):

Which language (s) are you most likely to study if you go to university?

French

German

Italian

Portuguese

Russian
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Spanish

Other (please specify):

Other (please specify):

Which specific engineering discipline(s) are you most likely to study if you go to university?

General Engineering

Civil Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

Aerospace Engineering

Electrical/ Electronic Engineering

Production & Manufacturing Engineering

Chemical, Process & Energy Engineering

Other (please specify):

Other (please specify):

What are your MAIN REASONS for wanting to study these subjects at university?

| am most interested in these areas

| am good at these subjects

| need to study this subject for the career area that | want to work in

| can get a well-paid job with this subject

| can work in a wide variety of career areas with this subject

My teacher(s) suggested that | study this subject

The tuition fees are lower than other subjects

| can get additional funding for studying this subject (e.g. a scholarship)

This subject area is well respected

| don't know

Other (please specify):

Tell us how much you agree or disagree with these statements regarding SCIENCE.

strongly disagree, disagree, neither agree nor disagree, agree, strongly agree, | don’t know

Studying this subject at university would be difficult

| think this would be an enjoyable subject to study at university

| think this subject is more practical than theoretical

Studying this subject at university will help me get the career job | want

| enjoy doing experiments in laboratories at school/college

| will be able to make a difference to society if | study science at university

Tell us how much you agree or disagree with these statements regarding ENGINEERING.

strongly disagree, disagree, neither agree nor disagree, agree, strongly agree, | don’t know

Studying this subject at university would be difficult

I think this would be an enjoyable subject to study at university

| think this subject is more practical than theoretical

Studying this subject at university will help me get the career job | want

Studying engineering at university will help me turn my design ideas into reality

I need to be good at both maths AND science to study engineering at uiniversity

Tell us how much you agree or disagree with these statements regarding MATHS.

strongly disagree, disagree, neither agree nor disagree, agree, strongly agree, | don’t know

Studying this subject at university would be difficult

| think this would be an enjoyable subject to study at university

| think this subject is more practical than theoretical

Studying this subject at university will help me get the career job | want
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Maths is useful in any job or career

Learning about numbers comes naturally to me

Tell us how much you agree or disagree with these statements regarding ICT.

strongly disagree, disagree, neither agree nor disagree, agree, strongly agree, | don’t know

Studying this subject at university would be difficult

| think this would be an enjoyable subject to study at university

| think this subject is more practical than theoretical

Studying this subject at university will help me get the career job | want

| enjoy learning to work with new technology

Understanding new technology will keep me ahead in the job market

Tell us how much you agree or disagree with these statements regarding ENGLISH.

strongly disagree, disagree, neither agree nor disagree, agree, strongly agree, | don’t know

Studying this subject at university would be difficult

I think this would be an enjoyable subject to study at university

| think this subject is more practical than theoretical

Studying this subject at university will help me get the career job | want

| enjoy analysing the books that | have read

| am good at expressing my opinions

Tell us how much you agree or disagree with these statements regarding MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES.

strongly disagree, disagree, neither agree nor disagree, agree, strongly agree, | don’t know

Studying this subject at university would be difficult

I think this would be an enjoyable subject to study at university

| think this subject is more practical than theoretical

Studying this subject at university will help me get the career job | want

Learning a language will help me get a job in any career area

| will be able to work anywhere in the world if | study languages at university

How important are the following qualities in your choice of university?

Not at all important, not very important, quite important, very important

Good sports facilities (e.g. football pitch/ gym)

Good learning facilities (e.g. libraries, computer rooms)

Good social facilities (e.g. student union, student societies, social life)

Good reputation for graduate employment

Good reputation for the course that | want to study

Competitive tuition fees for the course | want to study

Good student accommodation near the university

Staff helpful when dealing with questions/ enquiries

Availability of bursaries to help fund my studies

High level of entry grades for the course that | want to study

High position in the university rankings/ league tables

Located in a safe area

Located in an attractive city

The next few questions ask you to think about your skills and personality traits. ~How would you rate your
skills in the following areas?

Not at all good, not very good, neither good not bad, good, very good

Taking the lead

Listening to other people

Having original thoughts and ideas
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Writing essays/reports/stories

Understanding instructions

Speaking to an audience

Thinking about the skills which you are best at, where do you think you mainly learned these skills?

At home

At work

At primary school in general

At secondary school in general (aged 11-16 years old)

At school/college in general (aged 16-18 years old)

In a specific subject at school or college

As part of a hobby/ extra-curricular activity

Other (please specify):

The next few questions ask you to think about your skills and personality traits. = How would you rate your
skills in the following areas? )

Not at all good, not very good, neither good not bad, good, very good

Planning my work

Co-operating with others

Contributing to discussions

Learning from mistakes

Following things through from start to finish

Thinking about the skills which you are best at, where do you think you mainly learned these skills?

At home

At work

At primary school in general

At secondary school in general (aged 11-16 years old)

At school/college in general (aged 16-18 years old)

In a specific subject at school or college

As part of a hobby/ extra-curricular activity

Other (please specify):

The next few questions ask you to think about your skills and personality traits. ~How would you rate your
skills in the following areas?

Not at all good, not very good, neither good not bad, good, very good

Making decisions

Organising people

Being open to new ways of doing things

Paying attention to detail

Working with and understanding numbers

Coping with problems and setbacks

Thinking about the skills which you are best at, where do you think you mainly learned these skills?

At home

At work

At primary school in general

At secondary school in general (aged 11-16 years old)

At school/college in general (aged 16-18 years old)

In a specific subject at school or college

As part of a hobby/ extra-curricular activity

Other (please specify):
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How do you think other people would describe you?

Cool

Confident

Trustworthy

Conscientious

Clever

Motivated

Kind

Independent

Argumentative

Enthusiastic

Hard working

Dedicated

Creative

Shy

Laid back

Ambitious

Passionate

Friendly

Entrepreneurial

Funny

Have you started collecting information on universities yet?

Yes

No

When did you first start collecting information on universities?

Before year 9

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11 (or equivalent)

Year 12/ 1st year of 6th form college/ Secondary 5 (Scotland)

Year 13/ 2nd year of 6th form college/ Secondary 6 (Scotland)

Year 14 (Northern Ireland)

After Year 13 (Year 14 for Northern Ireland)

Don’t know

When exactly did you first start collecting information on universities?

1st term, 2nd term, 3rd term, summer holidays

List element: Before year 9

List element: Year 9

List element: Year 10

List element: Year 11 (or equiv)

List element: Year 12 /1st year of 6th form college /Secondary 5 (Scotland)

List element: Year 13 /2nd year of 6th form college /Secondary 6 (Scotland)

List element: Year 14 (Northern Ireland)

List element: After Year 13 (Year 14 for Northern Ireland)

List element: Don’t know

What have you USED to find out about different universities?

Careers & Education magazines
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Careers service (school/ college)

CD Roms

Cinema advertisements

Direct contact with the university by phone and/ or email

Education directories (e.g. UCAS Directory)

Education events/ fairs (e.g. UCAS Education Conventions)

Education websites (e.g. springboard.co.uk, s-cool.co.uk, getsmaart.co.uk, UCAS.com)

Emails from education/ careers websites (e.g. springboard.co.uk, s-cool.co.uk, getsmaart.co.uk)

Local careers centre

Newspapers (national)

Newspapers (regional)

Newspapers (school/college)

Outdoor advertisements (e.g. on public transport)

Radio advertisements

Recommendations/ word of mouth

Social networking websites (e.g. myspace.com, facebook.com, youtube.com)

Television advertisements or programmes

University open days/ visits

University presentations

University prospectuses

University websites

Other (please specify):

What have you found most USEFUL to find out about different universities?

Who would (did) you MAINLY turn to for advice about the following?

Mum/female carer, dad/ male carer, brother/ sister, other relative, career adviser, teacher, friend, employer

Choices at GCSE (or equivalent)

Choices at AS/ A level (or equivalent)

Which university to study at

Which career area to work in

Which company to work for

If you were to go to university, what source (s) of funding would you use?

Tuition fee loan (from the government)

Living cost loan (from the government)

Maintenance grant (from the government, based on your parents’ / carers’ income)

Special Support grants

Higher Education grants

Part time work

University bursary

University scholarship

Sponsorship

Personal savings/ investments

Parents/ carers/ other relatives

Access to learning funds

Charitable funds

Don’t know

Other (please specify):

If you were to go to university, how far away from home would you like to live?

| would live at home
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| would live less than 1 hour away from home

1-2 hours away

3-4 hours away

5 or more hours away

Doesn’t matter how far away | live from home

| want to live as far away from home as possible

| don’t know

Which of the following qualifications are you currently studying?

GCSEs

GCSEs in vocational subjects

AS levels

A levels

AS levels in applied subjects

A levels in applied subjects

Extended Project

Advanced Extension Award

Scottish Highers/ Higher Stills

Scottish Advanced Highers

GNVQs

Vocational Qualification (eg NVQ, BTEC)

Not currently studying

Other (please specify):

We would like to know what UCAS points you expect to get for the qualifications that you are currently

studying, excluding general studies.

In what region do you live?

East Midlands

East of England

London

North East

North West

South East

South West

West Midlands

Yorkshire and the Humber

Scotland

Wales

Northern Ireland

I live outside the UK (please specify country):

| live outside the UK (please specify country):

Is your school a specialist school?

Yes

No

What area does your school specialise in?

Arts

Business & Enterprise

Engineering

Humanities
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Languages

Maths & Computing

Music

SEN Specialist School

Science

Sports

Technology

Combined (2 specialisms)

City Technology College

Do you, or did you claim Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) whilst studying at school or 6th Form
college?

No

Yes £10 per week

Yes £20 per week

Yes £30 per week

Which of the following best describes your ethnicity?

White

British

Irish

Mixed

White and Black Caribbean

White and Black African

White and Asian

Asian or Asian British

Indian

Pakistani

Bangladeshi

Other Asian

Black or Black British

Caribbean

African

Other Black

Chinese

Other Ethnic group (please specify):

I do not wish to have an ethnic group recorded

What is your nationality?

British

Other European Union national

Other Non-EU Foreign national

Here are some things that young people have said about work and university. Please tell us how much you
| agree or disagree with each statement.

Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

| would consider studying abroad in the future.

My careers interviews at school were very useful
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