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French Creole
Test your knowledge of French Creole
Mark on the map where in the world French Creole is spoken:
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1. Where in the world can you hear different forms of French based Creole?
2. What do you notice about the French and Creole numbers when you say them out loud?

3. How did French based Creole languages come into being?
4. Why do Guadeloupe and Martinique in the Caribbean, French Guiana in South America, and Réunion in the Indian Ocean use the Euro as their currency?
5. Which footballer from Guadaloupe played 142 times for the French football team between 1994 and 2008?
6. Which French-Creole speaking country experienced a massive earthquake in January 2010? 
7. Marie-Cesette Dumas was a slave from Saint Domingue (now Haiti). Her grandson Alexandre became a famous author. Can you name any of his books? 
8. What sort of hot pepper gets its name from a city in French Guiana? 
9. Réunion-born Roland Garros was the first person to cross the Mediterranean sea using what form of transport?  
10. The Caribbean Island of Hispaniola consists of Haiti and which Spanish-speaking country which is increasingly popular as a tourist destination?
Answers: French Creole
1. French Creoles are spoken throughout the world including the French Caribbean, Mauritius, La Reunion, Francophone Africa, French Polynesia and French Guiana.

2. They sound quite a lot like French.

3. Creole languages start life as pidgin languages which come into being when speakers of different languages need to communicate. These languages were common in the Caribbean where English and French-speaking slave owners needed to communicate with their slaves, but over time these languages became mixed with the slaves’ African languages and became a native language for many people – this sort of language is known as a Creole language.

4. Guadeloupe, Martinique, French Guiana and Réunion use the Euro because they are actually part of France. These parts of France are known as département d’outre-mer (Overseas departments).

5. Guadeloupe born Lilian Thuram has played for the French National Football Team more times than any other player. As well as winning the 1998 World Cup with France he played for Monaco, Parma, Juventus and Barcelona.  

6. Haiti was struck by an earthquake on 12 January 2010.
   

7. Alexandre Dumas (1802-1870) wrote many novels. His most well-known are probably The Three Musketeers, The Man in the Iron Mask and The Count of Monte Cristo.

8. Cayenne Pepper is named after the French Guinean city of Cayenne. It is a hot pepper which is used fresh, dried or in a powder.

9. In 1913 Roland Garros (1888-1918) was the first person to fly an aeroplane over the Mediterranean from Fréjus in south of France to Bizerte in Tunisia. The Stade Roland Garros where the French Open Tennis Championships is named after him.

10. Hispaniola is a Caribbean Island which contains the countries of Haiti and the Dominican Republic. In 2008, over 200,000 people from the UK visited the Dominican Republic.
