Why study languages…?
2010 Calendar answers
More resources are available at: www.routesintolanguages.ac.uk/calendar
January: Spanish

Q1: From which Spanish city might you be able to go skiing in the morning and sunbathing in the afternoon?

A1: Granada

Granada is a town in southern Spain which is near the Sierra Nevada mountains where you can ski in November and about 70 miles from the coast so you can go down to the beach in Malaga where it is generally around 20 degrees in November.
Q2: What do you do with tapas?
A2:  You eat them, but also cover pans, bottles etc with them. Tapa means lid or cap in Spanish and is also the name given to a particular type of snack eaten in bars and gets its name from an old practice of covering drinks served in bars with a slice of cheese or ham. 

February: Chinese

Q1: What is the most widely spoken variety of Chinese called?

A1: Mandarin

Q2: What popular drink’s name comes from a Chinese word?

A2: Tea

March: French Creole

Q1: The island of Guadeloupe is located in which sea?

A1: The Caribbean

Q2: What is the name of the currency used in Guadeloupe?
A2: The Euro! Although Guadeloupe is around 6800km from Paris, it is part of France. Guadeloupe sends four deputies to the French National Assembly in Paris and it is part of the European Union. 
April: Yoruba

Q1: Which country uses Yoruba as one of its official languages?

A1: Nigeria
Q2: Which Yoruba-speaker used to play for Newcastle United?
A2: Obafemi Martins
May: Italian

Q1: What does the Italian-derived expression ‘eating al fresco’ mean?

A1: Eating outside

Q2: What does cinquecento mean?
A2: 500
June: Bengali

Q1: What kind of tea is typically grown in Bengal?

A1: Darjeeling
Q2: What does the Bengali word chhau mean?
A2: Mask
July: Welsh

Q1: What other country features a dragon on its flag?

A1: Bhutan
Q2: Which of these animal names is borrowed from Welsh: tortoise, penguin, badger, or crocodile?
A2: Penguin
August:  Swedish

Q1: Which of the following bands are Swedish: Abba, Basshunter, the Cardigans, the Hives, or Ace of Bace?

A1: All of them!
Q2: Which mode of transport gets its name from a Swedish word: bicycle, car, moped, bus, or train?
A2: Moped “The word moped is imported from a Swedish short form of the word motorvelociped. Velociped is an older Swedish word for bicycle, imported from the French word vélocipède formed from the latin velocispedis meaning "fast foot".”
September: Hebrew

Q1: Which country is Hebrew spoken in?

A2: Israel

Q2: Which famous English apple drink gets its name from the Hebrew word Shekar?

A2: Cider. Please note that this is a historical word association as shekar comes from Ancient Hebrew.
October: German

Q1: Which German word is used in English to mean a ghost that makes strange noises?

A1: Poltergeist

Q2: What type of well-known pastry comes from Austria?

A2: Apfelstrudel (apple strudel)

November: Vietnamese
Q1: What is the population of Vietnam - 50 million, 74 million or 86 million?

A1: Population is 86 million. Vietnam is the 13th most populous country in the world

Q2: What is the unit of currency used in Vietnam?

A2: The unit of currency is the Dong

December: Somali
Q1: What country is home to the largest Somali community in Europe?

A1: The United Kingdom

Q2: What is the capital of Somalia?

A2: Mogadishu
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