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Sports and Languages
As the footy season draws to a close and makes way for 
a spectacular summer of sport, we look at the language 
skills of some sporting heroes, local and not so local, as 
well as bringing you all the vocab you need to organise a 
kick-about with your new friends on holiday this summer.

ENGLISH	FRENCH	GERMAN	   SPANISHFootball	 le Football	 der Fußball	 el FútbolVolleyball	 le Volleyball	 der Volleyball	 el VóleibolTennis	 le Tennis	 das Tennis	 el TenisRace	 la Course	 das Rennen	 la CarreraGoal!	 But!	 Tor!	 ¡Gol!To run	 Courir	 Laufen	 CorrerTo tackle	 Plaquer	 Angreifen	 Entrarle aDo you want a game?	 Tu veux jouer?	 Willst du spielen?	 ¿Quieres jugar?Foul!	 Faute!	 Foul!	 Foul!Shoot!	 Tirer!	 Schießen!	 Disparar!Catch it!	 Attrape!	 Fasse es!	 Agarrala!

Jenson Button

Andy Murray

Jonny Wilkinson

Dale Benkenstein

This man seems unbeatable in this year’s formula one 
championship. Jenson spent many of his teenage years racing 
in Italy. During his time there he picked up the language and 
used to converse with the mechanics before races.

Age: 29
Height: 1.89 m
Weight: 69 Kg
Sport: Formula 1
Languages: English, Italian 

When Wimbledon begins, there’s only one man we’ll be cheering 
for. When he won the Madrid Masters last year Andy Murray 
apologised to the crowd for not being making his acceptance 
speech in Spanish. As a youngster he lived a year and a half in 
Spain and he promised his fans in Madrid that he would learn 
the language by next year. He has since been swatting up on his 
Spanish skills.

Age: 22
Height: 1.90 m
Weight: 84 Kg
Sport: Tennis
Languages: English, Spanish

After growing up in South Africa, Durham Cricket Club’s star all-rounder speaks 
both English and the South African language Afrikaans, he has played for Durham 
and South Africa and has an average batting score of 46.39 in first class cricket.

Age: 34
Sport: Cricket
Role: Batsman and Bowler
Languages: English, Afrikaans

Did you know? Afrikaans is a language spoken in five African countries including 
South Africa, Nambia and Botswana. Despite its name it is actually derived from 
Dutch and sounds very similar.

After 12 years of entertaining the North East Jonny 
has finally moved away to start afresh in Toulon, 
France. His move outlines the importance of languages 
in sport as Jonny’s French held him in good stead 
letting him converse confidently with the French media 
on arriving in the south of France.

Age: 30
Height: 1.78 m
Weight: 88 Kg
Sport: Rugby
Position: Fly Half
Languages: English, French

Did you know? Jonny has said if he ever went back 
to university it would be to do a language degree in 
Spanish and French.


