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Background:

The Festival started in the 90s as part of Newcastle City Council’s programme for schools. It was
resurrected in 2006 for Newcastle schools through Euromarché and a celebration event. These
events allowed Newcastle primary and secondary schools to showcase their entrepreneurial and
performance skills. The event was then transferred to the
universities with the inception of Routes into Languages North
East. This allowed all schools across the 12 North East local
authorities to have access to the event, a celebration of
languages and cultures. The sessions are run alongside a
Languages Conference for VI form  students and a CPD
programme for teachers.

The universities” involvement intend to raise aspiration of visiting pupils through introduction to
students and staff in Higher Education Institutions and the campus - as an internationalised venue -
in order that the children learn to ‘manage’ being on campus. Many of the events are in lecture
style which exposes young learners to university style education methods.

We hope to make this connection to continued education clear to pupils. You may wish to reiterate
this in pre- or post- event sessions within school.

The event:

The programme is subject to change, therefore we cannot confirm your exact timetable in advance.
However, you will participate in one session from each of the following sections. Each timeslot in the
timetable lasts approximately one hour and the session itself are
about 45-50 minutes in duration. This allows for groups to
move from one session to the next in good time as some of
the venues are 5 minute walk apart.

You will meet students, professors, as well as cultural
performers from around the region.

Many thanks to our ongoing project partners and sponsors:
Aimhigher, NERP Gifted & Talented Regional Network, ATLAS
at Durham County Council’s International Office, and our partner universities: Newcastle, Durham,
Northumbria, Sunderland, Teesside.
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Session 1: Taster session in Less Widely Taught Languages

Rationale: To expose learners to alternative languages in order to
heighten intercultural and global awareness; to inspire them to
alternative routes into languages through community, travel, and
study.

Description: These sessions consist of a 15minute motivational talk
from current language students on the benefits of language study
with a short explanation of the profile of the language you will ‘taste’. This is followed by a short
lesson (approximately 30-40 minutes) in a language with which the majority of your pupils will not
have had much contact.

Available languages: Polish, Chinese, Catalan, Quechuan, Swahili, Arabic, Russian, Dutch.

If you have particular preferences of taster language, or would like to recommend one that does not feature in the list,
please let us know and we will do our best to accommodate your request.

Session 2: Cultural Arts & Activities

Rationale: To make languages appealing to different styles of learner; To link languages and culture
to performing arts.

Description: We have teamed up with local arts development
organisation, GemArts, and other local artists to lead your
pupils through a more active approach to learning about
cultures and languages.

Available sessions: African drumming, Salsa in Spanish,

Bollywood dance, Chinese calligraphy and many others.

Session 3: Interpreting Workshop

Rationale: To give pupils a more profound understanding of the task
& importance of interpreting; to allow them a practical view into
the role of the interpreter; to raise aspiration to professional
language careers.

Description: A large scale workshop with around 90 participants.
Pupils will listen to an inspiring presentation on interpreting from
staff from the National Network for Interpreting who bring practical experience in this discipline, and
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in public speaking. Pupils are encouraged to participate and even try their hand at a number of
different interpreting exercises.

Session 4: Caliber

Rationale: To heighten intercultural awareness through contact with native speakers of other
languages; to give insight into other countries and global citizenship.

Description: The Caliber group has quickly established themselves
as a dance crew of truly international standard as well as
becoming South African champions. They perform in a mix of
languages including Afrikaans, Xhosa (click language) and English.
Their latest work focuses on confusion, turmoil, trials and
tribulations in post-apartheid South Africa

Caliber (and Magenge featured in the primary programme) are visiting the North East as part of the
Swallows Foundation. If you want to book them for your
school or find out more about the Partnership, visit this
website:  http://www.theswallowspartnership.com/contact-
us.html

A

Warning: Teachers, @ 2 dzZNJ WA G NBSG ONBRQ
participating in this session!

Please note, the Risk Assessment, approximate programme for the day, and FAQ sheet are
attached to this document. They are also available to download from the website:
www.routesintolanguages.ac.uk on the relevant event information page.

We hope you enjoy the day!
Routes into Languages North East
Queries to:
Ruth O’Rourke, Project Manager, Routes into Languages North East,
M: School of Modern Langauges, Old llbrary Building, Newcastle University, NE1 7RU

T/F: 0191 222 5814
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